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A Letter from the Parish Priest for the New Year
Ayamnti MdOANR KaUO @UAOI ToOULU AyUVOou | wivvn Bog

FpT P WT VUCT WO Y1 O VA €0VLXnN&EWIeguer 00yAnouviov oK otAod Nk
2012, okANi wEpgpPl CTW POl UL 1Copa TA K P@PU @ T NNV
evoplaoaHpaogcgodoo e€voo NOouv OToOULO OsgUTIVE®I PQDA
MPOCKOAED VO OvVAaAOYI CTOUME T6 0t1to00 T1mMOU T 0
MTTpOCQTI MOao.

Oc¢ov a@po@io@TMOUL OIPPWAX®WHE LY AP ¢ T OKCOOopLl UOE  UTOOOV,
01 0Tl WwEe aka gcuvexLgoOLPE TO ODPYyO TNO 1 CTOQ
Kapui Al gqoa AT Bouvpye Teamw g00p0 GHHoOQQU IMONTT POUIOA® O .
Pi p1 o ¢TVo OdwpelomokwobKowoad OpwqEUEE ¥ a KaAOPovvy

HOO Kal Va OoVTOToKpIl®cellye pora,o ToamoiXx peELl o O
LEULCTANAWW TNGOC VYEVIKOTEPNO VPECNOC CTHKWwT IOl KC
uvoiometlr a ot ¢BT vopual TnNVv aviykKn ¢av 1 epibaa

¢aygl o 1TOoO ALYyo 6 TOAU ToOULU TIPOCPEpPE O KOaOBOvao

O¢cov a@eopi ¢100dN) TWOTOO KMOWE K OT O TPEA@ma Dil wm&k,0v LOAao
CTOV-TAIVOHhAw va ¢caoc TP adKYQVAWPCLE, K € KT A DIOC
duvvaTtTotnteo oL ODXouvpea Ke@bvo U | @ P @ PKm | v a
MPOYPAPHUATUVOCOULHYUE TI TEPICCOTEPO PTIOpP @PpWea Vv a

Hao TpoKeEl pyovouv pfldrwvgrRquige! [ cliINpazyes v w
Aol mMO6v va ¢Ke@ebolLpe TpLa:lmpitpypgeaoca egup 620 Kb wa

mepumawwi el 0 MapakKoAovbOoqgape, 2) mMTOGCOa Kepl
LTTO P avqoeTBO K A1 TIPP UEL pot 1 6 €L PpOPpoOoULO b1 OKO
HaoAo(ly bIg-x 1 K, eectT!1l BT A, ¢XoAe VO, KAaTnxXntl k
mMpoypopgypgatuvgoupye va Ol mMAAClL T oOuUPdE TO O0CO K

€ @O TYyoloO VvV O TIETTOWXAD UXMTEQ@T &KW A AU ™vE POOK IKT AA1L CT O.

Or Ayl ol MatOpeoc DNOTEKOMRNQOEKRAAPR®G «T O KAAA
«TO KIAAIL CQTO» 0OV TITKPOETIOON THPIVALQOTUIVC €TIlos ¢Tn ( wo
«EL €0LVALl » KOl .ToE xpyewaile vviao DW Umoded |9 &1 Roda V210 1 2
MTPpoo 00 O0WYUDOLUKO KOI TPOOC OQPEANOOC TEULMPOATI KO

Me ayimn dprc¢crtov,Matop FTewpylt oo At ov. Apiyac
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ANOYQUAYIGEOQPT VEILI O

20U €V AylLol o moaTpooc nukwvdpaxvxiovolDwmodpe
Al aceakwl Metim.palcenwhpiyaddpv yade, o6

Oration On the Holy Epiphany
Of our Father among the Saints, Proclus Patriarch of Constantinople
Translated by Fr. George Dion. Dragas, PhD, DD

Ev Topdivn PBamtit ¢ oy U Lord, when You were baptized in the

N THo Zpt 1 &0 o pio@okvOeV Jordan, the veneration of the Trinity was

Tod yip YEVVOTOPOO 1 revealed.Forthe voice of the Father gave

nmpocepaprTLpPEL . .| witness to You, calling You Beloved, and
ol agyamnntov & T ! O the Spirit, in the guise of a dove,

KaO 10 MNMvedpa €v €1 0 . . .

) . ~ . confirmed the certainty of His words.

eBepBpavouv 1Tod AOyowv TG] to You. Christ God. wh

O ¢émi@gavevo ®piL Ty o FOryroron LArstourtod who

KOO TOV KOCHOV @Q®TIUC appeared and enlightened.
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Today Christ appeared in the world and ador
the graceless world with infite exhilaration.
Today he raised on His shoulders the sins of
world, and trampled the enemy of humar
forever. Today her sanctified the springs
water and enlightened the souls of hun
beings. Today miracles were mingled w
miracles that wergreater.

Today, the earth andhe sea were separated |
the joy which Christ our Savior brought to t
world which was filled with rejoicing from on
end t o anot he rmanifeSisfad
greater miracles than that of the Feas$tthe
Christmas nigh Because on that nighivhich
haspassecaway for usonly the earthwas in a
state ofrejoicing, because it held upon ih its
bosom of the manger the Almighty God. Tod:
however, when we celebratethe Feast of
Epiphany, the sea joins the earth ijoi@ng. It
rejoices, because it also receives through
River Jordan a portion of the blessing

sanctification. In the Feast of the divine Bir
God appeared as a small, newblyrn infant,
exemplifying in this way our own infancy
Today, however, weee Him as a perfect ma
perfect Son, who has been born from a per
Father.

There the divine infantrevealed the star whic
dawnedfrom the East. Here it is God the Fatt
who from heavenbears withess to Himfrom

whom he was begottebefore the age There
the Magi who walked all the way from the E:
offered Him gifts as to a King. Hetke Angels

who came from heavenoffered to Him a
service which is offered only to God. There |
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was enwrapped in swaddling clothes, wher
here He unwraps thrgh His Baptism the
strings of transgressions and the bonds of
sins. There the King of the heavens was dres
with the world as if it were a royal garmel
Here the source of life is dressed with the ri
waves.

Come, then, and see the paradoxicalaoies.
The Sun of righteousness is bathed in

running waters of Jordan. The fire dives into ¢
mingles with the waters. And God is sanctifi
by a man. Today the entire creation cries

and praises:

fBlessed is He who comes in the name of
Lord! ! &ou who come through You
Providence from within all Your creatures. Y«
who preserve the great height of the firmam
and artfully guide the course of the Sun as v
a throatlatch, as if it were a domestic horse. ®
who put in order the multitudes tie stars sc
that they are never intermeddled, and who g
to all of us the rich air so that we may breath
ceaselessly.

You who warm up and vivify mother earth :
that she produces for us its fruit all the y
round. You who tame and calm the nuitie of
the billows of the sea girdling it all around
with a tiny throatlatch which is made from sai
You who pushes the waters from the bowels
the earth and create the springs. You who di
the banks of the rivers so that they mc
without lossand peregrination as far as the ¢
coast. As we contemplate with our mind

these mighty wonders, we express from the \
depths of our inner selves the followil
exclamati on: ARBl esse
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Tgyedygd e¢Ud &85 h3,name of t he Lord. o
eUa¥Y}y aU oUgs U; K d T| David, who is He? The Lord our God who
"6i e d (U3 U eddas B cmanifested Himself to us in a human form.
“aaY Uys3 URK[ eohyslBas U But, this is not said only by the prophet Dav
pUgti. ¢éh oy Wddeabd |Itis also said by the Apostle Paul who agr
e Gorgel geUga Ueg |with him and teaches
GUsddeU 7 Yy d Ue |been manifested to us, the ggawhich saves
aYddjer3 e aUa €& d Utevery human being an
s ¢eUysaeid 2 aa¥Y |notgranted only some of us, but to all of us.
guUaegd o Uay axabsd 7 all people, whether they are Jews or Greeks,
bY UstGeU Ue Gv¥Ud} d offers salvation through baptism and design:
dyUe) sa U Uhf a6 g U] this saving bath as a great and free ben
tetdeyse Uxry UY¥s Gy | which is gratuitously given to every human s
“6i UR sqUYUs. that seeks to receive fit.
o U0 3Y U@ yPWE a8 Come to see a deluge which has not been
"8 ot eUoUai UU} @6 3 g before, a deluge which is far greater ¢
~ 23l 3 " g0 olessd ~ ° @ ¢ stronger than the one that occurred at the tim
*a U U 3U3 f ° ° 353 Noah. There, the water drowned the hun
Y Up 303 Us b U| beings, and here, the waters of baptism, h
U Uz ~0UdysUs 3 U g| brought to life those who had been spiritue
gy Ue tisUed Us dead, through the power God who was bapti
bU UatGUdaU today.
* o U 2 U G Us U3 ( There, Noah constructed a durable and solid
3t aU oaUa ~u 3 1 U from wood, but here, Christ, the spiritual Nos
"3elyaUbU 2 " Ues e assumed from thancorrupted Virgin Mary the
Ues oasbyUfR Use gt | ark of His body. There, Noah inlaid the ark
s 269y U Ues os9by Ul alits outer surface with asphalt and coal tar. H
atGaU. *auURd Ujgyssy e =« Christ strengthened and safeguarded from e
Gy edaU Ues os9byrUfR |side the ark of His body with the chrism of t
gy GeU U d ~ adaUUO~d|faith. There, it was a dove whicbarried a
bYGUUs U o ayUslicae 3 galisU ¢ branch of an olive tree and foreshadowed
Us oUa AUsg 1} o Uqfragrance of Christ the King. Here, it was t
“o9983 ey Ue ea6y e Holy Spirit that appeared to all in the form of
Uy e gy Gl & 6| snowwhite dove and manifested the merci

~

aUeegaeslU Ti)osa.

Lord.
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" aaY ¢ yoallUy * U0 But what amazes me is the overwhelm
3y ld Uas fglaeg. { humiliation of the Lord. Because He who wi
| Ufhd o0 323Ubesyd3 c3d | the begotten perfect Son from a perfect Fat
"guUUy, U, 3Y 9 U3 3 ddUdid not shrink from being also begotten from
byyided 2 f UY 0 aY/(earth as a perfect infant from the bowels ¢
2 18¥da U aU 38d ° @i woman. He did not shrink, He who seats on
Uphs UUK) BU3sY aYb Us same throne with God the Father fraaking
uiet &g g 2 >aY aUa ( the form of the servant and coming as the
s eUy Uvxafh “~ 3 elyy) 6 UW(sinner to be baptized. But let not t
s d ee 92a3Us 17 o aedysl benevolence to all human beings in comn
"6gd U U)o8a abs o B become a scandal to those who listen to m
Usi Ud Ues } U ey 2 |this time. Because, Christ the Master of all
oUad Udd ~Ys3Urxs baptized not because He is need of a
2 3Y0ad 2 " ygeooh &cleansing of soul, butin order to establish in t
e o2963ceelUs sgy U§H|ways whatis beneficial to our souls, so that
U scyg eUd, 8 U0 o U means of the water as well He might grant tc
v}y aaUs Ue 3 s 9 9 U the sanctifying grace and admonish each on

38Uy yyUs UR3 o Udy 3 usto be baptized.

TUdid & d ayUs , X} ¢ As the Holy Evangelist tedl us, Jesus can
dide d =2 "f Ue (from Galilee to the River Jordan where Jc
" @ gl obfy (bU 3 ¥ Y 3 3 d| was to be found in order to be baptized by h
2~ K . AU Ao odg 40 Aid¥ a2 | What happened then, my brothers, no hur
iys ¢ @6} U 3Y¥ UR 6 1mind can contain. Because all the things t
GsUUa 33U Uy s 3U oY occurred there surpass every vision and hea
GU GgsybdoaUs ~ aU|The mind tembles. The voice perishes, r
i YaUOUU>s g aUa9 Y daring to recount the inexpressible. For t
~a390Ues) et Us UY 2 3|reason, then, when John saw Christ our K
>89 A3 aUa UUs U approaching him, while his heart was fa
pUad hUd BHJ3 Y ) 83 beating, he fell on his knees and embracing
"8 i aUjtuseacUi 9,|feet said to Him ihy
2 0o Uadv¥ge UY f U o U| does Almighty God force me a weak hurr
"Ujy UsadqUsa¥Y: ¢ 0 9 UU being to do something which far surpasses
> Ui 3006 6 3d) ¥ @ resources of strength? | am not in a positior
€G6gQ 3Y aY3 Y a3rYss | engage in such as this. How can | dare to bay
igavYeUsd e€a6g; oy3 -{You? When did it happen when fire w
cUsjedrUyp¥Boa Y d | purified by the dry grass? Whedid mud
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washed away the spring? How can | bap
You the Judge of the inhabited world, 1 who
responsible for so many transgressions?
can | baptize You my Master? | do not obse
the presence of any sin on you. You have
become a victim of theurse that befell on th
forefather Adam. You have in no way be
stained by any sin. Because, even if you

bend the heavens and came down, You did
trespass any of the ordinances of God

Father.

What is this that you do to me my Master? W
do you constrain me to do something whi
surpasses all my strength? | have never dare
3 do anything of all those things which infuria
Your goodness. Rather, like a faithful serve
who is full of love and reverence for his mast
| have been running bafe You and have bee
passing the message of Your presence to
Whil e | was S
borrowed her tongue and declared You as
God of the world. | prepared all my fello
human beings to accept You and to welcc
You. Tell me then, o my Lord, how will the su
tolerate seeing the Almighty God to be

demeaned by the daring action of one of

servants and how will he not throw his caus
rays of light to burn me out, as he did in thc
times with the prodigal Sodomites? Homill

the earth remain indifferent, in seeing Him w
sanctifies the angels being baptized in an aus
manner by the hand of a sinful human be
and will not open its bowels to swallow me
as it did in the case of Dathan and Abiram? H
can | baptiz You my Master, You who has n
been contaminated by the stain of natural bil
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Il n Your case it was

a seedless fruit was
I, who as a human being am stained by a mil
sins, can purify God? Indeedsinless God?

am in need to be baptized by You and You
coming to me? You, Lord, sent me to bapti
and | did not transgress Your commandmer
was admonishing all my fellolwuman beings tc
be baptized. I was t
sins beforetie Lord, because He alone is trt
good. He who comes after me is not a stern
austere person. He is good and Son of a ¢
Father. He does not show goodness only ft
little while and afterwards changes his attitt
towards the sinful human being. $hs becaust
His mercy endures forever and also because
mercy is immeasurable. Indeed, it was for t
reason that the heavenly powers in their sinc

| praises to Him were saying:

ARBl essed are You who
Lord. o Our L @ had appeared t
us. The Sun of Righteousness has appeared
and has dispersed the darkness of ignor:
which had been poured over us. The heaw
Shepherd has manifested Himself to us and
banished from the herd of His children t
wolves of thedevil. The Onlybegotten Son o
the Father has appeared to us and has gre
through baptism divine adoption to tl
believers. He is the life of the entire world w
appeared to us and by His death put deat
death, being Himself immortal, and ma
worthy to live the life of immortality those wh
had fallen into corruption and death.

But while all these things were taking pla
God the Father, in rejoicing on account of 1
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U0 " Was ¥Us 3 @6 ~,0003 3 exceeding humility of His Son, renders wi
“i a0d j (B @ Ua ey [ openthe gates of heaven and witthandering
3UcUsasleysd 2 f U]voice, which overflows with feelings that floc
se6g3U e9Y U4¥Y) ose3His paternal heart,
¢) Upd U 3U0Us " dqUHdJdcmy Beloved One. o

TUa o99Y B)iuGeBU ¢  |Andso that no mind of those who hear all th

2 98Fi 0U3U isealU U0 UBU

bl UVeg N -7 jjg BWU-N
s U U, 0GY3 0 }a
o C tgUUsb Us Ue
Uhs ecU) Ugy ¢
eegs3cgolUse 3 h ¢ga

UaU Usdee Uy @ (ge
s506aYaqg¢ Vo e b dglpjos7

things might be confused.e, whether this Sol
Is the Baptist or Christthe Holy Sirit, in the
form of a snowwhite dove comes and indicat
Him who was being baptized and to whom C
the Father bore witness to human beings tha
was His onlybegotten Son.

To Him belongs the glory, the honor and 1
worship, today and always and iretages of the
ages. Amen!

(From a biweekly publication of the Church
St. Nicholas in Nikaia, Greece. Issue 107 20C
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ON THE HOLY THEOPHANY

A Chanted Sermon by the Great 6 Century Poet, St. Romanos the Melodist
Translated by Archimandrite Ephrem Lash

THIS Chanted Sermon (Kontakion) commemorates the Baptism of Christ by St John the Forerunner
in the Jordan. This is the first nméfestation of the Trinity to humanity; Christ, the voice of the Father,
and the Spirit in the form of a dove, are all present. Focusing on the dialogue between Jesus and his
cousin John, St Romanos vividly and dramatically stresses both the divinity hadhtmanity of
Christ. He draws particular attention to the fact that a mere human hand, a hand of clay, can be laid
upon the head of God Incarnate. The icons of the Baptism, which are roughly contemporary with St
Romanos, normally depict this momenthe feast for this occasion is celebrated by the Eastern

#EOOAE 11 1 OE * Al OAOU Al AO-EN EAAGOGAGET TO0EAE O&IEMS
, ECE0OO0068 4EEO 1 AGO OAAATI T O OEA AT AEAT O x1 OA £l C
byOEA OAAEOAET 1T £# OEA Ei 1 OAEEI T h OOEA O1 APPOI AAEA
Prelude

47T AAU Ui O EAOA AppAAOAA OI OEA ETEAAEOAA x1 Ol Ah
Fr0OOAI I 18¢ j,88QqYh xEih xEOE ET1Tx1I AACAh OQEIT C UI

the unapproachable Light ¢+ p 4Ei T OEU ¢8po@¥Y38
1 In Galilee of the nations, in the country of Zavulon and the land of Naphthalim, as the

prophet said, a great light has shone [Isaias 9:2] - Christ. For the darkened, a shining beam has
appeared, blazing otiof Bethlehem, or rather, out of Mary- the Lord, the sun of justice [Malachias
1t8¢yYh EAO T AAA EEO OAUO AAxT 11 OEA xETIT A EITEA
children, put him on [Cf. Romans 13.14, Galatians 3.27] that we may be kept warfar as a
covering for the naked and a light for the darkened you have come, you have appeared,

the unapproachable Light.
2 God did not despise the one who was robbed by trickery in Paradise and lost the garment
woven by God, for he came towards him callmto the disobedient once again with his holy voice,
Ol AAT h xEAOA AOALLVFArdn new ok, 1dd (EhRle foodh yne; | want to see you.
Though you are naked, though you are poor, do not be ashamed, for | have become like you.
Though you desired ityou did not become a god [Genesis 3.6, 3.23], but now, by my own will, |
EAOA AAATIT A £l AOE8 $0Ax TAAO I A OEAT AT A OAAT Ci
have appeared,

the unapproachable Light
3 O)T 1TU TAGAUR ) xAO 1 GAGdnieitoAny Aréature, BtretHing &uA OOE |
my hands to embrace you. So do not be ashamed in front of me; for your sake, naked as you are, |
am stripped naked and baptized. Already the Jordan opens for me [Cf. Psalm 113(114)3], and
John prepares my ways [MaE Ax o8c¢h ) OAEAO tn8oY EI OEA xAOAO
Saviour spoke thus to humankind, not in words but in deeds, and came, as he said, drawing near
to the river on foot, but to the Forerunner as

the unapproachable LighfCf. John 1.3R

4 When John saw the river in the desert [Numbers 20.11, cf. 1 Corinthians 10.4] and the dew
in the furnace [Daniel 3.4950] and the shower of rain [Judith 6.37, Psalm 71 (72)] in the Virgin,
Christ in the Jordan, he was troubled by fear, as his father hagmbled at Gabriel [Luke 1.12]; for
at that moment something happened, greater than at any moment; for at that moment the Master
of the angels had come to a slave wishing to be baptized. And so the Baptist, recognising the
Creator and taking his own measuhh ODPT EA OOAI AT ET ¢8 0301 bh 2AA;
know who you are,
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the unapproachable Light.
5 O) £ ) PDPAOAEI O0i xEAO Ui 6 AiTiiTATA 1T AR B3AO0ET 60O
Samuel) 2.1 etc], but nevertheless | will not snatch what is beyondy power. | know who you are
and am not ignorant of what you were, for, from the womb, | know you. How then should | not
know you, now that you appear, you whom | saw when you were hidden and in the womb | leapt
for joy [Luke 1.40]? Desist then, Saviour,radl do not burden me. It is sufficient that | have been
allowed to see you. It is good enough for me if you call me your forerunner, because you are

the unapproachable Light.
6 O) OAAE O UEAIT A O Ui 6 OEA | £EEEAdeeditodbe” ADO
baptized by you. But you come to me and in anticipation ask what | would ask of you. What do you
OAARAE &O01i A EOIATHh & ,1O0AO T &£ I ATEET Ae 7EU AT 1
not used to holding fire. Poor, it does not know how téend to the rich. Wealk, it cannot compete
with the strong. It is useful for sinners as they need it; for you are

the unapproachable Light.
7 O7EU EAOA Ui 6 Aii A O OEAOA OOOCAAI Ge 7EAO Al
who, without sin, were conceved and born? You come to me, but heaven and earth are watching
01 OAA EZ£ ) OEAIT AAOA8 91 O OAU O1 i1 Ah O"APOEUA
i AU OEAT OAU O1T 1T Ah O+11x UI OOOAI £ * OOKbose| x /&
another [Exodus 4.13], for what you ask of me, Saviour, is greater than I, and | am afraid. | beg
you. For how shall | baptize

OEA O1 ApPOT AAEAAT A , ECEOeo
8 (A xET £ OAGAAO Ail h OAAET ¢ OEA E£AAO T £ OEA
good that you were afraid of me. Nonetheless, let be for nowfor thus it is fitting - to fulfil what |
have decided. Let be for now and shake off this cowardly fear; You owe me his ministry [Cf. In
Psalm 103(104)], and you must now perform it. Once befe | sent out Gabriel, and he performed
his task well at your birth. You too then, send me your palm as an angel, that you may baptize

the unapproachable Light.
9 0.1 x UT &6 AOA EOECEOAT AAh "ADPOEOOh AT A GOAI Al
cousin saw one that was greater. Look at Mary and consider how she carried me. Of course you
xEl 1 OAU O1T 1 Ah O4EAT EO xAO Ui OO xEOE®8 .1 x O
lend me your right hand. | dwell in your spirit and | possess qu wholly. Why then do you not
stretch out your palm to me? | am within you and outside you. Why do you flee from me [Cf.
Psalm 138(139).616, Cf. Malachias 3.1]? Stand your ground and grasp

the unapproachable Light.
10 O) Ai 110 AOGEEIIGOAOCOOE OOBEA OKIAODT MO ) AT T1 (
OAU O1 T ££AT AAOORS 110 O EOGA T A OEA AAOGEAA Ui
expectation of what will follow the baptism. Because in this way you will gain a dignity which
does not telong to angels, for | will also make you greater than all the prophets [Matthew 1%.9
11]. Not one of them saw me clearly, but only in types and shadows and dreams. But as he stands
before you by his own will, you see, you grasp

the unapproachable Light.
11 O3A0 AOGEAA xEAO Ui O OAU AT A Al xEAO Ul O EAA
always have a faithful witness [Cf. Psalm 88(89)37]. Your witness, the people standing here
clearly do accept. Let them then be taught from heaven who | am and whoSéspring | am, what
| am going to bestow on those | love. | shall open the heavens, | shall send down the Spirit, which |
shall give them as a pledge [1 Corinthians 1.22, 5.5, Ephesians 1.14]. So come now, draw near to
learn from where | blaze out,
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thed ADDPOT AAEAAT A |, ECEOS86H
12 When he heard these ineffable and dread words, the son of the barren said to the Son of
OEA 6EOCETh O)Z£ ) OOEI1 ODBAAER -3R] Redlebnir. FoAevehl COU
now, necessity is preparing me to act with grat boldness. That these people may learn who you
are, must | then, Saviour, expose to danger my poor hand by thrusting it into a brazier? Once Oza
stretched out his hand to steady the Ark, and he was cut off [2 Kingdoms (2 Samuel)-8]6 Now,
if | graspthe head of my God, how will | not be burned by

OEA O1 ApPOT AAEAAT A |, ECEOQebo
13 O"APOEOO AT A AEODPOOAT Oh DOADPAOA AO 1T AAR 11
look, you will see what | am accomplishing. In this way | am painting for you the fair drradiant
form of my Church, granting to your right hand the power that after this 1 shall give to the palms
of my friends [Cf. John 15.145] and the priests. | am showing you clearly the Holy Spirit, | am
making you hear the voice of the Father asitdecAOAO T A EEO OOOA 311 ATA

OEA O1 ApPpOT AAEAAT A |, ECEOGO
14 | £FOAO OEAOA AOAAA x1 OAO OEA 1 EEOPOEI C 1 £ : AR
AGO ATl xEAO Ui O ATTTATA 1 A8d6 (AOGET ¢ OAEAd BEEON
gazed at him, looking devoutly at the naked limbs of the one who orders the clouds to envelop the
heavens like a garment [Psalm 146(147).8], and again he contemplated in the middle of the
streams the one who appeared in the middle of the three yoush[Daniel 3.50], dew in the fire and
fire in the Jordan shining, gushing,

the unapproachable Light.
15 But, seeing these wonders, the son of the priest in the office of a priest stretches out his
palm and lays his hand on Christ as he cries to those whofdse EOh O3 AA ET OEA *1 0
Contemplate the torrent of delights, as it is written, in the streams of the waters [Psalm 35(36).9,
Psalm 1.3], a great sea in a river. Let no one then consider me daring. | act, not as foolhardy, but as
a servart. He is Lord and he told me to do this; that is why | am baptizing

the unapproachable Light.
16 O) xAO EAAAT A AOG A 11 006ATh AOO EA AO '"TA T E
AT A ) xEIl CEOA EO OOOAT ¢ OB dot @eénWhaEHe saidAnd@had ) |
came to pass? How would | have had the power to baptize the deep, | who am clay, had | not first
received and accepted power from on high [Cf. Luke 24.49]? For now, with him standing by me, |
sense that | am more than | ws before. | am something else. | have been changed, | have been
glorified, for | am seeing, | am baptizinghe unapproachable Light
17 O) 11 11T1TcA0O OAU AO AA&E OAnh &) 1T AU 110 11160
advance from the feet tothe head. | tread no longer the earth but heaven itself, for what I
accomplish is of heaven. Rather | have surpassed the things on high, for they carry, but do not see
whom they carry, while | now both see and baptize. Heaven rejoice and earth be glad 4Ps
95(96).11], springs of waters be hallowed,36 for by appearing he has filled all things with

s o~ N s AN

blessing, he enlightens all mankindDEA O1T ADPPOT AAEAAI A |, ECEO86

18 ! O OEA AEOET A AT i1 AT Ah : AAEAOUBSO 1T £AEOPOET ¢
palm places it on the King, washes in the streams, then leads back to land the Lord of land and
OEUh xETIi OEA /TA xEI AOEAAh O4EEO EO 1 U AAIT O

a finger. To the Father himself then and to the Son who was baptike AT A O EEO 3DPEOE
those who afflict my soul [Psalm 142(143). 12]; end my errors, my Redeemer,

s o~ S s AN

OEA O1 ApbpOil AAEAAT A , ECEOS86
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COMMUNITY NEWS

$AAO OAOEOEEITAOO AT A &OEATAO T &£ 0308 *TET C
Happy New Year!

CELEBRATION OF OUR PATRON SAINT
7A OATETA Ui O OEAO OEA AAI AAOAOEStiohnitke T OO
Baptist, is approaching and will take place fronjanuary 6 to January 8. A) January 6th
(Great Vespers), B) January 7th (Divine Liturgy), C) January 8th (Divine Liturgy)
presided by His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston. The Festal Meal (roast
chicken, delmonico potato, salad, wine and dessert) arttie cutting of the Vasilopita for
the New Year by His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston will take place on
Sunday, January 8, in our Church Hall after the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. For
reservations, please contact the church office. The donation for the luncheon will be $20
per person.

2012 STEWARDSHIP/MEMBERSHIP
We are at the beginning of the 2012 Stewardship Program of our parish. We kindly wish to

remind all our members who have not yet sent their annual contribution to do so as soon as

possible. We remind you that the annual contribution per family for 2012 is $350 or greater.

WE THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH.
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SAINT JOHN THEBAPTISTHELLENICORTHODOXCHURCH
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Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!

We remind you that thec el ebr ati on of our patron saintijis annt
approaching and will take place from January 6 to January 8. A) January 6th (Great Vespers), BJanuary 7th
(Divine Liturgy), C) January 8th (Divine Liturgy) presided by His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of
Boston. The Festal Meal (roast chicken, delmonico potato, salad, wine and dsert) and the cutting of the
Vasilopita for the New Year by His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston will take place onSunday,
January 8, in our Church Hall after the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. For reservations, please contact the
church office. The donation for the luncheon will be $20 per person.

Our annual raffle drawing will also take place at the luncheon. Our church needs your support in
order to meet its financial obligations. Please return the ticket stubs along with your donation 2B) in the
envelope provided.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have submitted their annual commitment
to the church for the year 2011. To the few who have not done so yet, we urge you to send your contribution as
soon as postle, since we have also begun accepting the Stewardship (Membership) for 2012.

Thank you again for your continued support. With sincere appreciation and love in Christ,

Leo Moulis Protopresbyter Dr. George D. Dragas
President, Parish Council ParishPriest

*31{ Z1Y 4dmyrrey 2mRY Zow JyJuvlvuvzf128 AgmL 1T UYTR L H]ZMC
“Valet’” 1T prwnvykzsd RUZASMOzZzIgAhy MoyvyaKkendgMARY ®wzdl ol agh Ovo
(25 Aegxk., 1 Jav. kat 8 1lav.)

" Please see the enclosed Christmas bulletin for exact hours of the servicesv a | et ” wil de dvailablg on

Friday, January 6, ard on eachSunday including, December 25, January 1st and January 8th).
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JANUARY
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

January 1st: Sunday - The Circumcision of Christ - St. Basil the Great

1 8:00 a.m.: Orthrosf 9:30 a.m.: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
1 11 a.m.: Doxology for the beginning of the New Year

January 5th: Thursday- Eve of the Theophany

1 6:30 a.m.: Great Hours of th& heophany
1 8:00 a.m.: Great Vespers of the Theophany with the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil
the Great and the Great Agiasmos

January 6th: Friday - The Holy Theophany of Christ

1 7:00 a.m.: Orthros, Divine Liturgy, and Great Agiasmos
1 7:00 p.m.: Great Vespers of St. John the Baptist
Reception will follow

January 7th: Saturday - The Synaxis of St. John Baptist
1 8:00 a.m.: Orthros{ 9:30 a.m.: Divine Liturgy

January 8th: Sunday after the Theophany

 8:00 a.m.: Orthros
1 9:30 a.m.: Archiepiscopal Divine Liturgy celebrated by
His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston

January 15: Sunday - 12th Sunday of Luke — Ten Lepers
1 8:00 a.m.: Orthros Servicef 9:30 a.m.: Divine Liturgy

January 22: Sunday - 15t Sunday of Luke
1 8:00 a.m.: Orthros Servicef 9:30 a.m.: Divine Liturgy

January 29: Sunday - 17th Sunday of Matthew ) o o
E ywydgnm A8i8d / OOEOI O 3A0OOEAA E wdom A8I 84

January 30: Monday - The Three Hierarchs
1 6:30 a.m.: Orthros Service] 7:30 a.m.: Divine Liturgy
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SAINT ]OHN THE BAPTIST HELLENIC ORTHODOX CHURCH
15 Union Park Street, Boston, MA 02118
Tel: 617-536-5692
Web: www.saintjohnthebaptist.org Email: info@saintjohnthebaptist.org

Saint John the Baptist Hellenic Orthodox Church is a parish under the
spiritual and ecclesiastical shepherding of His Eminence Metropolitan
Methodios of Boston of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America under
the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch#e of Constantinople.

Parish Priest: Parish Council Officers:
Protopresbyter Dr George Dion Dragas Leonidas Moulis,President
Kostas GeorgopoulogVice President
Cantors: Dr GeorgeTrichonas, Secretary
Dr Vasilios Lioutas George BoukouvalasTreasurer
Effie Treon,Assistant Treasurer
Reader: Parish Council Officers:
Dr Michael Litynas Thomas Boukouvalas
George Demos
Pastoral Assistants: Theodore Ganopoulos
Elefterios Plevrakis Maria Kontos
Chris Lagadinos
Administrative Assistant: Zachary Pantekidis

Anthony Rollas

Dr Harry Treon
Greek School Teachers: Eleni Vidalis

Tatjana Haskaj Maria Vidalis

Honorary Parish Council Officers:
George Hantis

Vasilios Pesiridis

Agamemnon Zygouras

Ladies Philoptochos Society Officers:
Effie Pantekidis, President

Elpida Kosmidis Vice president
Malamati Boukouvalas,Treasurer
Theodora SpentzoyAsgstant Treasurer
Anastasia MedranoSecretary

Debbie DemosAdvisor
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publication is the 15" of the previous month. Please submit announcements/news and
anything you find interesting to our church office by email, mail or by calling 61-636-5692.
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JANUARY 6
THE HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD

Apolytikion of Epiphany. Third Tone

Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, the veneration of the Trinity was revealed. For the
voice of the Father gave witness to You, calling You Beloved, and the Spirit, in the guise of a
dove, confirmed the certainty of His words. Glory to You, Christ our God, who appeared and

enlightened.



